OM SRI SAIRAM

SRI SATHYA SAI SEVA ORGANISATION, ODISHA

MINI MARATHON ON THE OCASSION OF NATIONAL YOUTH DAY
(12th Jan 2020)
th

National Youth Day is observed on 12 January every year across the Nation to
commemorate the birth anniversary of Swami Vivekananda. His literary creations have
inspired Indian spiritual tradition carrying forward the broad outlook of his Master Sri
Ramakrishna Paramahansa. He was a major force in the revival of Sanatana Dharma in
India, and contributed to the concept of nationalism in colonial India. Swami
Vivekananda continues to be an inspiration for the youth fraternity across the globe.
On this pious occasion, Sri Sathya Sai Seva Organisation, Odisha organized the programme
of Mini Marathon-Run with Values across the State to promote unity, purity and divinity
amongst youth and to the society at large. The objective behind this programme was to
inspire and encourage more and more youths and involve them in all the activities, projects
of Organization such as:
1. To bring in the concept that We Are All One for Sai – Celebrating His 95th Year of
2.
3.

4.
5.

Advent
To promote Values in daily life which is the core of any country to forge ahead
To unite the country with the spirit of togetherness beyond religion, region, caste,
creed and colour
To promote the message of Love All and Serve All in the young minds of the country.
To bring new youths into the Sai Organisation

The programme was started with chanting of Veda Mantra. The participants took Oath for
adhering to the principles of:
 Unity in thought, word and deed
 Value based behavior
 Caring for parents
 Belief in Swami’s words – “There is only one caste, the caste of humanity, there is
only one religion, the religion of love and there is only one language, the language of
the heart.”
 The whole world is my family.

The run was for a distance of 2 to 3 Kms. It started at the same time all over Odisha i.e.
between 8AM to 9AM. Large number of youths outside the Organisation too participated in
this programme. The programme was started by flagging off the Marathon by the dignitaries
at each place. At some places, participants wore T shirt / Cap with Organisation Logo and
some value based quotes on it. During the run, water and glucose were provided to the
participants. Prior to the programme, necessary permission was obtained from the Police
Station for the procession. One vehicle decorated with Swami’s beautiful photo and
messages led the run with playing of Bhajans. All efforts were made to ensure NIL use of
Single use plastic.

The run concluded with handing over of a memorandum to an eminent dignitary of the
district administration. The programme received good attention of the society as many
youths from outside the organisation also participated in the programme. More than 3000
youth from 28 Districts of the State participated in this mini-marathon titled “Run with
Values”.
The programme concluded with the offering of Mangal Arathi to Bhagawan.

-Jay Sairam-

