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Sri Sathya Sai Seva Samithi-Guwahati 
On 23.04.2020, the Sri Sathya Sai Seva Organisation, Guwahati Samithi, 

distributed relief materials (Amrita Kalasam) to 170 families in Umsru, 

Rajapara, and Kathalguri villages, under the jurisdiction of the Palashbari Police 

Station, District: Kamrup, Assam. These villages are located approximately 40 

kilometres south of the Lokapriya Gopinath Bordoloi International Airport, 

near the Assam-Meghalaya border. All three of these villages are primarily 

inhabitedby people of the Rabha tribal community. A young and robust team 

of the Assam Police provided its kind and energetic assistance to the SSSSO 

members during the relief programme. 

 

While the relief programme was conducted without any hassle, commotion, or 

hindrance whatsoever, the SSSSO members learnt certain valuable lessons in 

community-living from the villagers of the above villages today. Some of our 

observations were: 

 

• Community-based strictures were in place in each of the villages to ensure 

social caution against contacting COVID-19. For instance, before our convoy 

could enter Rajapara, we were stopped at a temporary check-post installed 

by the villagers. They sanitized our vehicles, using equipment which had 

been purchased with community-raised money, and requested 

documentation regarding our visit (I). In Umsru, we observed that 

designated volunteers from the village were ensuring maintenance of ‘social 

distancing’ by villagers who were receiving relief packages (II). In Kathalguri, 

our team was not allowed to directly interact with, or provide relief to, the 

villagers, as a measure of abundant caution against contacting the virus 

from sources outside the village (III).  

 

• In Rajapara, designated young volunteers were manning a check-post at the 

point of entry of the village. They informed us that the villagers had 

designated shifts of young volunteers for check-post duties and other 

socially beneficial activities within the village perimeters, in order to 

preserve and protect the health interests of the elder villagers.  

 



• In Umsru, the villagers have made a list of the neediest or most marginalised 

families within the village. In pursuance of the same, the villagers now 

channelize beneficial measures towards these families first, owing to their 

need-based priority.  

 

All the members of the SSSSO who visited these villages today learnt valuable 

lessons about foundations of community living. Observing these marginalized 

people display such selflessness, kindness, love, and care for each other 

reinforced our belief that service to humanity is indeed service to God and 

that, in these times of crisis, it is imperative that we help and support the 

needy even as we preserve and protect our own health. 


